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ABSTRACT

The discussion presented here proposes to delve into the issue of protected areas in urban territories. These
ecological enclaves, geographically delimited by specificinstruments and legislation, arise from efforts to safeguard
what is understood as nature and natural resources. However, the social and environmental conflicts arising from
the limitations of use and access for related communities raise the question to what extent the policy of creating
protected areas succeeds in its goals of protecting nature. In this paper we analyze the dissonance of the man-
nature relations between the community llha do Destino and the UCN Parque dos Manguezais, in the city of Recife.
Through the understanding of the social representations elaborated by local residents regarding the UCN, we
sought to elucidate which are the main forces that engender the conflicting actions between this community and
the mangrove ecosystem. With this reflection and discussion, it was understood that the traditionally agreed upon
safeguarding of nature in the city is more allied to management processes that take into account the social
representations elaborated about the territory than with the delimitation of geographic enclosures separated from
the urban socio-environmental dynamics.

KEYWORDS: Protected Areas. Traditional Communities. Social Representations.

1 INTRODUCTION

Built in an estuarine geographical condition, the city of Recife has evidence of man's
adaptations and conflicts over the occupied aquatic territory in its history and landscape.
Dardel (2015) summarizes that the city is the intervention of man on the land, which, in other
words, raises the consideration that the urban fact is not an exclusively cultural phenomenon
but an overlap of man's desires on pre-existing physiographicfactors.

It is important to note that in this article when we allude to these physiographic
factors, we often reproduce certain simplistic conceptualizations of what is conventionally
referred to as "nature". In fact, assuming that anthropic activities are shaped on the planet as
a whole (LA BLACHE, 2012), with a greater or lesser degree of intensity, we point out that
traditional and dichotomous abstractions are equivocal, inducing the understanding of nature
as a phenomenon separated from the cultural production of the territory. However, for a
better understanding of the discussion proposed here, we rely on common sense,
understanding the physiographic territory and "nature"/"natural" attributes as the elements,
comprising the territorial or object scale, which, even in the urban territory, still retain a
specific ecosystem dynamics of geophysical and biotic factors and some traces of the
landscape prior to human occupation.

This explanation is necessary because, when we allude to the focus of the problem
explored in this paper - the human-nature relations in the territories surrounding intraurban
Conservation Units -we are dealing with geographically delimited territories whose borders are
physically and legally established under the bases of essentially dichotomous precepts, as
pointed out by Moura (2022), Diegues (2001), Bressan (1996), among other authors who
addressthe issue of the creation of Protected Areas.

In the specific case of Recife, Castro (1966) and Bezerra (2017) described the initial
condition of the territory, once characterized as an irrigated pond, or, in other terms, a large
plain watercolored by mangroves, rivers, and streams, as well as typical formations of the
tropical jungle inserted in the Atlantic Forest biome. The human occupation that developed in
this territory and that gradually, through landfills and the suppression of native forests,
fragmented the pre-existing ecosystems, responds to the current condition of the city and its
25 instituted Nature Conservation Units. Notably, these forest fragments are disconnected
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from each other and generally surrounded by middle-class occupations, low-income
communities, traditional communities, and urban infrastructures, especially roads.

In a transition strip condition, the edges of the Conservation Units trigger various
socio-environmental conflicts that represent a challenge to the institutionalization of the
safeguarding of ecosystems in the city. The central question that arises in this context is: how
to equalize the interests of biodiversity conservation with urban growth, with the interests of
the formal and informal real estate market, and with the demands of local communities,
especially traditional ones? The answer to this question is not evident since the principles
governing the delimitation of these areas, conventionally and since their origin, are based on
the separation of the dimensions of nature and culture.

In order to meet the objectives of the conservation processes of these remnants of
urban ecosystems, in 2014, the Municipal System of Protected Areas - SMUP (Municipal Law
No. 18.014/2014) was established by the Recife City Hall, where the 25 UCNs (Nature
Conservation Units) of the city are recognized, among other categories and typologies of
protected areas. From the moment they become part of the SMUP, each remnant is
recognized not as an isolated geographical unit but as a component of a system seen as
ecologically interconnected, either directly (UCNs that border each other), or indirectly,
connected through ecological corridors (rivers and streams). In this sense, the ecological
importance of the network of green and free spaces, public and private, insertedinthe urban
fabric of Recife is institutionally recognized and legally supported.

The consolidation of municipal protected area systems comes from the contribution
of the National System of Conservation Units - SNUC (Federal Law No. 9.985/2000). In this
system, it is proposed the categorization and subdivision of conservation units into two
groups: Integral Protection Units and Sustainable Use Units, with those inserted in the first
group, restrictive to human presence and those inserted in the second group, with tolerance
to specific uses of the territory's resources in accordance with restrictions of the objectives of
conservation of ecosystems and the local landscape.

Evidently, in this case, especially in conservation units in the category of integral
protection, socio-environmental conflicts will emerge from the clash between the interests of
ecosystem conservation processes and the demands of traditional populations, many of which
are not even considered in municipal systems®. An example of this is the case of Recife's
protected areas system, where, despite a definition of traditional populations in the initial
glossary, they are not mentioned again in subsequent articles (MOURA, 2022). If the
traditionality of certain groupings is projected in territoriality and if many of the social and
cultural practices are related to subsistence and extractive activities, unequivocally, regulatory

1 We understand that the conceptualization of people, cultures and traditional populations is still simplistic,
especially with regard to those inserted in urban territory. The legal instruments that deal directly or indirectly with
traditional people resort to the articles of Federal Decree No. 6.040, of February 7, 2007, whose Article 3 points out:
| - Traditional People and Communities: culturally differentiated groups who recognize themselves as such, who
have their own forms of social organization, who occupy and use territories and natural resources as a condition for
their cultural, social, religious, ancestral and economic reproduction, using knowledge, innovations and practices
generated and transmitted by tradition (our translation); The lack of more precise characterization, involving those
in urban territory and their nuances (insertion in the formal and service sectors, absence of ancestry, etc.), often
place them in the same group as local communities - those whose social reproduction and ways of life are not
directly linked to a specific territory.
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and prohibitionist actions of practices prior to protected units lead to socio-environmental
conflicts and, ultimately, to the suppression of these collective identities. Souza (2007)
corroborates this issue by stating:

These two faces of the same medal - man/environment are the key to understanding
the wefts of territoriality, the meaning of the modes of management of eco-
resources, and the continuity of their collective individuation. These individuals,
when acting with/on the environments where they live, recreate their daily lives and
establish territorialities, in the sense of conferring to the extension of the territory
appropriated and used by particular population characteristics of exclusivity, that is,
of belonging to what belongs to us (SANTOS, 2001, p.9). In this ancestral sense,
territoriality precedes and even does not require the presence of the State... (SOUZA,
2007, p. 185, our translation).

Nature is associated with cultural production represented by the experience of
human existence, whether material or even symbolic, socially elaborated based onthe culture
of people. Culture, as Whitaker and Bezons (2006) rightly point out, should be understood as
"a structured complex, formed not only of material techniques and practices, but also of
values, norms of conduct, judgments, laws, morals, arts and, above all, patterns of behavior...".
This systemic set of material and immaterial dimensions constitutes "a web of symbols that
gives meaningto the actions of human beings who live this culture." (WHITAKER and BEZONS,
2006, p.65, our translation). Thus, even Conservation Units with relevant natural attributes
have significant sociocultural content.

The disharmony between the delimitation of a protected area and the adjacent
population will be discussed, in this paper, through a reference case, the community "llha do
Destino", located on the banks of the Parque dos Manguezais (Conservation Unit of the city of
Recife) and in the neighborhood of Boa Viagem, one of the square meters of greater
speculative real estate value in northeastern Brazil. The example of the community is
emblematic. Since it was born in the 1960s from a fishing occupation on the margins of the
mangrove, the urban growth around it caused a major disruptionin the fishing practice, whose
effects are revealed in the relationships of individuals with the natural site.

Even with the physical-territorial delimitation of the UCN Parque dos Manguezais and
the definition of the perimeter of the community in 1994, established as a Special Zone of
Social Interest, the pressures on the ecosystem did not cease, persisting to the present day,
registering suppressions to the mangrove in the areas closest to that community. In this
context, we assume that the dissonances of this relationship are analogous to the way
individuals reproduce the values attributed to the ecosystem, that is, from the social
representations elaborated as astance towards the environmentin which they live. We sought
to understand how the common knowledge shared among community members engenders
their actions that affect the natural environment, overlapping with legal restrictions and the
principles of conservation processes. Parallelto this problem, we reflected on how the changes
imposed on the community's fishing dynamics contributed to exiling people from the natural
territory - hence the real driving force for the emergence of negative and contradictory
representations thateruptin socio-environmental conflicts.

111



F \ Periédico Eletrénico “Forum Ambiental da Alta Paulista”

AP Electronic Journal “Environmental Forum of Alta Paulista”

X
b

ISSN 1980-0827 — Volume 20, Number 1, Year 2024

2 SOCIAL REPRESENTATIONS, BASES THAT STRUCTURE ACTION IN THE TERRITORY

The objectives of a protected area are defined in the management plans - basic
instruments for conservation management, where, according to the specific characteristics of
the Conservation Unitand its surroundings, the goals and zoning of the delimited territory are
stipulated. Regarding those in urban context, the insertion of these units within a system of
protected areas is preceded by the zoning of the municipal territory, which protectsthe areas
of ecological and landscape interest. These delimitations are usually part of specific municipal
legislation, decrees, and urban planning instruments, such as land use and occupation laws
and master plans.

Whether in urban planning instruments or established in the System of Protected
Areas and endowed with management plans, restrictions on the use and occupation of these
areas are imposed as urgent measures to preserve the natural attributes of these ecosystems.
In the absence of regulation of urban territories, individual and collective demands are the
main drivers of urban occupation. It is in this sense that, highlighting the caveats, we admit the
positive intentions of international and local environmental policy in institutionalizing the
creation of protected areas, against the pressures on ecosystem redoubts and unique
landscapes, despite the fact that the same policy also triggers other socio-environmental
conflicts.

However, in the case of the city of Recife, even the natural fragments delimited and
safeguarded by specific legislation, the management or territorial development plans, using
physical means (barriers, fences, walls, etc.) or normative means of inspection (punitive
sanctions, fines, etc.), have not been able to ensure the intactness of its natural attributes in
the face of land, real estate and socioeconomic pressures. In investigations previously
conducted within the scope of the Natural Heritage Conservation Research Group ( CNPq-
UFPE-Landscape Laboratory-CAU/DAU), it was observed that, since 2016, when analyzing 8
(eight) Municipal and State Conservation Units (Dois Irm3os State Park - PEDI, Mata do
Engenho Ucho6a Wildlife Refuge - RVSMEU, APA Sitio dos Pintos, ARIE Jardim Botanico, ARIE
Tamandaré, ARIE Vila S3o Miguel, ARIE Mata do Jiquia, Parque Natural Municipal dos
Manguezais Josué de Castro - Figure 1), dissonance of postures regardingthe conservation of
natural elements was identified, observed in the relations between the surrounding
communities and the existing ecosystem in the urban environment. Among the damages
caused to the natural sites investigated, the suppression of native vegetation and the area of
urban forest cover, the occupation of river banks, streams, and canals, the inadequate disposal
of solid waste and sewage, hunting and predatory extraction, and the expansion of crustacean
farmsin mangrove areas are the main impacts observedinloco (Figure 1b and 1c).

Different authors address the explanation of the motivation for the incursion into
natural sites. Bressan (1996) sought to deconstruct the argument that man is inherently an
agent of environmental degradation. For the author, the mediation of the relationship
between man and nature is subject to a system of capital accumulation. Hence natural
attributes become resources to be exploited and monetized. Diegues (2001), in turn,assumes
that in the relationship between man and nature, the cultural factors of certain communities
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stand out from legal restrictions. In this sense, it is based on social practice, amalgamated in
the identity of these communities that man projects himself in the territory. In a similar vein,
when discussing the exploration of the Brazilian Atlantic Forest since the threshold of the
Portuguese occupation, Dean (1996) explains how different cultures manage the territory,
challenging the notion that even the original peoples were necessarily conservationists. He
then admits that, in other terms, human beings impact the surrounding territory, but what
should be discussed, in fact, is the scale of these pressures. In any case, it is unequivocal that
man projects himself over his territory and imprints his actions. In line with this, Godelier
(1984) relates human actions on a territorial basis to socially elaborated representations. The
author states that the differentiation between men and other living beings is due to the fact
that, in their adaptive process, representations have fundamentally been the mechanism by
which man interprets nature.

Representations were the object of study and theory of the French sociologist Serge
Moscovici (1925-2014). In general terms, the author defines them as structures of knowledge
inserted in the domain of common sense, being primary formulations (interpretations) of a
reality that permeate and materialize as knowledge from the communication between the
members of a society (MOSCOVICI, 2015). As Jodelet (1989) points out, representations are a
modality of knowledge on which the understanding of the world and communication are built.
It is from this construction of objective reality that the human beingelaboratestheresponses
to external stimuli.

Thus, it is assumed that social representations are the bases of human action on the
territory, and from this conception, the hypothesis to be verified in this research is built:
human incursions on the territory are more aligned with the social representations elaborated
by the entities that interact with it than with the legal permissions and restrictions of the
established systems of protected areas.
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Figure 1 - a. Conservation Units of the City of Recife; b. Stilt houses bordering ARIE llha do Zeca; c. Shrimpfarmsin

JABOATAO DOS
GUARARAPES

Source: a. Elaborated by the authors, 2023; b/c. Authors' personal archive, 2022.
3 ZEIS ILHA DO DESTINO AND THE ANALYSIS METHOD

The empirical case analyzed in this study is a low-income urban occupation adjacent to
the Parque dos Manguezais, corresponding to the SpecialZone of Social Interest (ZEIS) Ilha do
Destino (Figure 2). Located in one of the areas bordering the neighborhood of Boa Viagem,
south of Recife, the community has its occupation dating from the 1960s, when the city's
coastal zone became the principal target of urban expansion. In contrast to the summer
residences that were once established on the newly urbanized Boa Viagem beach, and the
residential buildings that were increasingly evident in the landscape, Ilha do Destino followed
the occupation pattern of the other Recife fishing communities that emerged in the 20th
century: successive landfills with the construction of wattle-and-daub buildings.

Only in 1994, through Municipal Law No. 15.997/94, the community is recognized as a
ZEIS, safeguarding its right to remain in the locality. At that time, the aforementioned law
recognizes that "The community interacts harmoniously with the surroundings, both in the
provision of services, developing informal sector activities such as: cleaning, surveillance, and
others, as wellas in the use of basic health, education, leisure, and transport services". There is
no mention of fishing activities, which were common in the first moments of the occupation,
which indicates the tendency of migration of the economic activities of urban fishing
communities - gradually, their members are integrated into the formal labor market of the
cities, generally workingin the service sector.
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Source: a. Google satellite images, authors' edition, 2023; b. Authors' personal archive, 2022; c. Google satellite
images, authors' edition, 2023.

In orderto collect the data necessary to identify the central social representations (SR)
that some members of Ilhado Destino have elaborated about the Parque dos Manguezais, we
prioritized the speeches and discourse of a social group that has an essential role in the
elaboration and transmission of SR. Accordingto Duveen (2015), representationsare always a
product of interaction and communication. Thus, a script was prepared forthe application of a
semi-structured interview with ten local residents, whose speeches were recorded and
transcribed. The decision to use a semi-structured script was due to the qualitative approach
of the research. As Melo (2003) points out, research using social representationsis necessarily
qualitative due to the commitment to social and natural phenomena.

The data treatment of the transcribed material was performed using the software
Iramuteq (Interface de R pourles Analyses Multidimensionnelles de Textes et Questionnaires ),
used for textual content analysis. It was thus possible to understand the structure of the
individuals' discourse separately (how the main ideas of the speeches are hierarchized) and to
synthesize them from keywords that, in turn, correspond to the social representations of the
object studied.

The data collected allowed the discussion on how social representations engenderthe
actions of individuals on the ecosystem and how they solidify the distancing of the community
from its territory and from the social practices originating in that nucleus, alienating the
individuals of the community from their territorial identity.

4 THE MAN-NATURE RELATIONS IN THE ZEIS ILHA DO DESTINO

In studies that aim to investigate the imbrications of human-nature dynamics, with
conservation units and their correlated communities as the object, the discussion can be
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guided by prioritizing the protected area itself. In this case, it is necessary to understand, for
example, how social practices influence the ecological and physiographic processes and the
site's landscape. On the other hand, it is possible to discuss, through the prism of the
communities, how the sociocultural dynamics of these settlements relate to the territory, or
what influences the surrounding nature has on the social practices and ways of life of
individuals. Even though they do not originate from the same references, both approaches do
not cancel each otherout since, when it comesto protected areas and their surroundings, the
scale of the territory must be considered, encompassing what is conventionally called a natural
site and an anthropic site. Based on this assumption, in studies that propose to immerse
themselvesinthisissue, it is important to emphasize the focus on the object, reiterating that a
deeperanalysis of the facts cannot be done unilaterally.

Studies of sociocultural dynamics, and especially those involving the scale of territory
and encompassing the so-called natural sites, must therefore be essentially interdisciplinary.
This conception, far from beingan innovation in thinking, was already advocated by Vidal de la
Blache at the dawn of the so-called humanistic geography. Alluding to the geographical
explanation of a region, the author points out that no part of the earth contains an explanation
in itself (LA BLACHE, 2012, p. 44), that is, even the attributes that characterize the
physiognomy of a region are inserted in a larger scale structure:

Seen in isolation, the features that form the physiognomy of a country have the
value of a fact; however, they only acquire the value of a scientific notion when
repositioned inthe chain of which they are part. Only this linkage is capable of giving
them full meaning [...] Thus, in trying to show a region [contrée] from different
angles - in the same way that one submits to different angles the various faces of the
object one wishes to know - | have had no other objective than to illuminate the
principle of connection that unites geographical phenomena. If | borrowed from
neighboring sciences, it was not only to lead the thought to different themes but to
draw useful testimonies from them (LA BLACHE, 2012, p.43, our translation).

In the same direction, the tendency to investigate protected areas, closing the study
from the perspective of the conservation unititself (often tangentialto human projections on
the territory), tends to reproduce limited visions in ecology, botany, geology, and other strict
natural sciences, overvaluing quantitative approaches of a positivist nature. If socio-
environmental conflicts intensified during the 20th century as national and international
policies to safeguard nature were solidified, it is clear that the natural sciences alone cannot
answer the question of the conservation of natural territories. Similarly, the social sciences,
without the seal of the studies of the natural sciences, cannot encompass the totality of the
factors thatinfluence the conservation of ecosystems and, consequently, the safeguarding of
the ways of life and production of correlated communities, - so interconnected to the
ecological balance and landscape of the sites.

Thus, we emphasize that this study represents only a part of a broader investigation,
that to understand the totality of the phenomena involving the protected area studied (the
UCN Parque dos Manguezais) it would be necessary to compare the anthropic factors
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mentioned here with the singularities and nuances of the ecosystem, from the point of view of
the natural sciences.

In fact, the fieldwork and the interviews showed, through empirical evidence - the
interviewees'speech - that the ecological imbalance in the conservation unit, mainly from the
intense process of urbanization and verticalization of the Boa Viagem neighborhood and other
border areas, considerably reduced the supply of seafood available to the communities. The
impacts of this reduction forthe ecosystemitself need to be investigated beyond the personal
experience of the authors interviewed, hence the need toresort to the natural sciences - but it
is evident that in the absence of the supply of inputs for personal consumption or for
commercialization in the local market, the sociocultural dynamics of the llha do Destino
community have changed. It is at this moment that a traditional fishing community loses its
references linked to the territory and subjugates itself to the formal or informal labor market
demanded by its immediate surroundings.

The folks still go fishing, catch some crabs, some "aratus" when there are some. |
only fishinVia Mangue and do not feel like going here to fishanymore. | go on foot, |
used to have a boat, but there's no more access. The fishermen sold their boats and
went to live off the land. 2

| used to fish behind "Bomprego" of Pina. lused to fish with my hands, but | alsoplay
"tarrafa". People here fish by hand. | used to fish by boat, but now it's more polluted,
you can't get there. I'll tell you that many fishermen here have become painters,
servants, dealers...3

This change in dynamics reverberates in how the community relates to and projects
itself onto the conservation unit. If, in the past, the income and subsistence of Ilhado Destino
were linked to fishing activity, which requires greater proximity to the territory, the change in
dynamics intensifies a denial of the ecosystem. Contributing to this denial are factors
exogenous to the community, when the environmental degradation of the conservation unit
influences the transformation of the landscape and the community environment. In this
context, water pollution, from household waste or solid waste deposited in rivers that flow
into the mangrove, will be agents of structuring people's thinking and interpretation of the
territory, being elaborated through them, the representations of the Parque dos Manguezais
as naturally, the environment of unhealthiness. This same dynamic that engenders this
representation was identified by Bezerra (2000) when, in conducting interviews with residents
around the UCN, she concluded that the dominant representation forthose wholived closest
to the banks was the mangrove as "Mud". Moura (2022) ratified this denial of the mangrove
when he pointed out that, in the case of the riverside residents, mud is an allegory that
opposes a particular notion of progress. In other words, for these residents, "mud" is
associated with sewage, with garbage, being the image of the unhealthiness of the banks.

2Man, 65 years old, Fisherman, resident of the llha do Destino community for 50 years.
3Woman, 33 years old, housewife, resident of the llha do Destino community since she was born.
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Because you know that what ended the mangrove here was the community.
Garbage on top of garbage. They did not realize that they had to put the garbage in
the right place. Then everything goes into the mangrove. Then all the animals
disappear. | myself have eaten a lot of crabs here, out of here they walked in the
middle of the street. And with this Via Mangue, that's when it really got away. Also,
the people are invading. Right there at the aeroclub you could catch "guaiamum",
fish, everything. 4

Mangrove is life in the old days, and now it's not anymore. In the old days, you used
to see many people there in the Pina basin. There was crab, "aratu", and some little
fish sunk inthe mud. Nowadays, there aren'tany more.>

Those who have money have it. I'm going to build my house on the waterfront
because it's beautiful to look at, but if | have the opportunity to sell it to get rid of
the slum dwellers and build a building, I'll sell it. To make money.6

Everything here used to be tidal, each one was landing their place, and it got better,
nowadays it's much better.”

Contradictorily, in the case of a previously fishing community, another representation
confronts the pejorative view of the mangrove. The mangrove as a resource, based on its
inputs (seafood), results from the constant reaffirmation, mainly through the former
fishermen, that, beyond its current condition, the ecosystem is endowed with valuable
attributes essentialforthe population's survival. It is interesting to note that, evenif nolonger
directly linked to fishing activities, this representation perseveres, revealing a latent fishing
memory in the community. It is this memory that differentiates it from independent
communities in the Parque dos Manguezais, where pejorative and negative representations of
the ecosystem are more common.

Although the changesin community dynamics are notrecent, formerresidents pointed
out that, until the early 2010s, some remaining fishermen still performed their activity to
commercialize in the local market (there is a difference between fishing for commerecialization,
which entails a scale of production with greater dedication to work, and fishing only for
sometimes feeding, which does not require daily dedication and is a much more sporadic
activity). According to the interviewees, this recent past was definitively ended whenthe "Via
Mangue" was built, an expressway that borders the Parque dos Manguezais and isolates the
community from the ecosystem (Figure 3).

The Via Mangue changed the way people worked. It improved the surroundings
significantly, but the project was supposed to be better than this one. Because the
first project was supposed to be elevated. They leftit low because it makes access to
the mangrove difficult, otherwise, people invade. 8

4Man, 64 years old, Packer and Mover, resident of the Areinha community since he was born.
5Man, 65 years old, Fisherman, resident of the llha do Destino community for 50 years.
6Man, 65 years old, Fisherman, resident of the llha do Destino community for 50 years.
"Woman, 52 years old, waste picker, resident of the llha do Destino community since birth.
8Man, 65 years old, Fisherman, resident of the llha do Destino community for 50 years.
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Before Via Mangue, there was a boat, people would go fishing for crabs, moray
eels... Now they walk.®

The Via Mangue is there, and many fishermen stopped fishing because of it. You
can't pass, it's too low. And there's a lot of garbage. You can see it there. 10

Figure 3 - Via Mangue separating ZEIS Ilha do Destino and Parque dos Manguezais.
. actins

Source: Author's personal archive, 2022.

The limitations imposed on the development of fishing activities, whether due to the
ecosystem's degradation or the territory's division caused by the Via Mangue, answer
questions about how different residents represent the ecosystem. If on the one hand, the
denial of the mangrove is more present in the speeches of those younger interviewees who
have neverbeendirectly involved with fishing activities, on the otherhand, the mangrove as a
resource is a recurring representation in the speeches of those older residents when they
remember the fishing dynamics of the community. However, regarding this last
representation, residents point out that, currently, the mangrove is a resource for fishermen
outside the community, no longer for those who still develop some fishing activity in the
region. Thus, they refer to other fishing communities in Recife by mentioning the fishing
culture associated with the ecosystem.

| wouldn't build anything in the mangrove because it would affect the people there a
lot. For me, it doesn't mean much. It's more for those who live off fishing, like the
people from Ilha-de-Deus.1!

It's on the Pina side that people like to fish. Fishing was more common here in the
old days. The mangrove used to be life for us here, but not anymore. 12

Whether by denial or the impossibility of carrying out the fishing activity, what results
fromthese representations are conflicting relationships between the conservation interests of

SWoman, 52 years old, waste picker, resident of the Ilha do Destino community since birth.
10Man, 40 years old, General services, resident of the Ilha do Destino community for 23 years.
11Man, 50 years old, Mechanic, resident of the community of Vila Imbiribeira for 30 years.
12\Woman, 52 years old, waste picker, resident of the Ilha do Destino community since birth.
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the UCN and the appropriation of community space. Reiterating the principle that social
representations engender human actions on their exteriority, it is evident that, whenthere is a
pejorative representation of the mangrove and a denial of its existence, then the residents
tend to contribute to the process of environmental degradation. Wheniitis sharedin common
sense that the mangrove margin is an environment of unhealthiness, then it is there that the
solid waste of the community will be deposited - after all, even if they did not deposit, such
waste would be intertwined in the roots of the mangrove, brought from otherlocalities of the
city, by the movement of the tides. It is not a problem caused exclusively by endogenous
factors but rather intensified when the community rejects the ecosystem.

At the same time, if the mangrove is considered a resource, two main consequences
can emerge from this representation, according to Moura (2022). In the first instance, a sense
of belonging and awareness regarding its conservation can be awakened, after all, the
maintenance of fishing activities would require a harmonious relationship with the ecosystem.
Hence the author observed that, in communities with a strong fishing tradition around the
UCN, the representation of the mangrove as a resource encourages the appearance of
conservationist actions and activities led by the communities' individuals. However, when in
parallel, there is a strong rejection of the mangrove, and when the community members no
longer performthe guiding activity of the representation (fishing), thenthe representation of
the mangrove as a resource has, as a consequence, the exploitation of natural attributes.
Currently, what has been observed inthe surroundings of the Parque dos Manguezaisis a slow
but gradual expansion over the mangrove area, with significant landfills of its margins,
especially on the edges that borderthe community of Ilha do Destino.

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

This paper was not intended to criticize the policy of conservation of natural sites
based on the creation of protected areas. We recognize the merit of the efforts to establish
these physical-geographical strongholds, but we are reluctant not to connive with this model -
hence the criticism is less incisive. The intention not to antagonize protected areasystems, nor
to praise them uncritically, is based on the assumption that, in the absence of immediate
solutions to contain anthropic pressures on the natural environment, the delimitation of
protected areas, as an urgent management measure, somehow effectuates the preservation of
the natural attributes of that valuable territory. However, it is essential to ratify that legal
restrictions are inefficientand ineffective both to contain socio-environmental conflicts and in
the long-term viability of the nature conservation policy itself.

Unlike the preservationist voices that started the movement to create protected areas,
in the second half of the 20th century important discussions emerged and stood out in
challenging the romantic ideal of nature as an untouchable and untouched entity. The basis of
sustainable development emerged as an announcementthat efforts to conserve natural sites
and resources can only succeed when contextualized with the reality in which they are
inserted. An example of this was the contribution made in the Brundtland reportin 1987 when
the principles of sustainable development were established:
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A world in which poverty and inequity are endemic will always be prone to ecological
and other crises. Sustainable development requires meeting the basic needs of all
and extending to all the opportunity to satisfy their aspirations for a better life.
(CMED, 1987, p.47).

The efforts to conserve natural territories and their resources are palliative when
based on the division of nature and human dimensions. If, at first, the delimitation of physical -
geographical redoubts prevails in its safeguarding objectives, in the long term, human
pressures tend to reproduce on the territory the demands and ways of life of populations
previously associated with them or those who, after the creation of the Conservation Unit,
come to inhabit its margins. Hence, in the planningand managementinstruments of protected
areas, it is common to emphasize the monitoring processes of the territory occupied by the
ecosystem, since the principles adopted so far place anthropic action on the opposite side of
nature conservation. Monitoring becomes an action to suffocate the social use of the
Conservation Unit.

There is still a sinuous path to follow regarding improving conservation policies and
instruments. Even if the principles are still dichotomous, it is necessary to recognize thatthere
are at least attempts to implement participatory models of environmental planning and
management of the territory, especially since the 1988 federal constitution when it establishes
that "everyone has the right to an ecologically balanced environment, a common asset of the
people and essential to a healthy quality of life...". (BRASIL, 1988, Art. 225, our translation).
However, it must be admitted that there is a great distance between legal determination and
practice. This gap can only be overcome by challenging the stance that public policymakers
and managers adopt on the territory, moreover, participatory management will only be a
prerogative and not a principle.

The case discussed here of llha do Destino and the Parque dos Manguezais illustrates
this issue. Since the appearance of the community, the change in fishing dynamics has been
guided by the imposing distance of the riverine from the ecosystem. The demands of the
surroundings, coupled with the pollution of mangroves, the limitations on the use of the
protected area, and the construction of the "via mangue", have hindered what was once not
only a socioeconomicbut also a cultural activity, which is fundamentalto the riverside identity
of the settlement. The effects of this, as discussed, was the emergence, among commu nity
members, of pejorative representations of the neighboring ecosystem, which increasingly
began to deny it from their collective and socio-environmental experiences. This denial, built
for decades on a dogmatic division contained in the principles of ecosystem management and
conservation, is projected onto the territory in the form of socio-environmental pressures and
conflicts.

The clashes that occur in the city involving the pressure of the population on the
natural remnants are derived from principles of ethical and moral order, whose understanding
should guide public managers and urban planners in the processes of formulation and
implementation of public policies for nature conservation. Itis understood that the immediate
measures of creating protected areas will be nothing more than palliative actions if the
implementation of the conservation process does not contemplate the populationsinserted in
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the environment and their ways of life as the guide for the formulation of instruments for the
management of urban territories and the natural resources contained therein. We conclude
that the perpetuation of a dichotomous model of planning and management of natural and
anthropic territoriesis responsible forthe suppression of socio-culturalidentities of traditional
urban settlements and that they lead human-nature relations to unbridled antinomies and
contradictions.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

BEZERRA, Onilda Gomes. Paisagem como totalidade Homem-Natureza. In: VERAS, Liucia Maria de Siqueira
Cavalcanti et al. (Org.). Cadernos de Arquitetura e Urbanismo, v.2. Jodo Pessoa: Patmos Editora, 2017. p.34-51.

BEZERRA, Onilda Gomes. O Manguezal do Pina: a representa¢do socio-cultural de uma paisagem, 2000. Disserta¢ao
(Mestrado em Geografia). Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, 2000.

BRASIL. Constituicdo Federal de 1988. Constituicdao da Republica Federativa do Brasil, Brasilia, [1988].

BRASIL. Decreto n2 6.040, de 7 de fevereiro de 2007. Institui a Politica Nacional de Desenvolvimento Sustentavel
dos Povos e Comunidades Tradicionais, Brasilia, [2007].

BRASIL. Lei n2 9.985, de 18 de julho de 2000. Sistema Nacional de Unidades de Conservagdo, Brasilia, DF, 18 jul.
2000.

BRESSAN, Delmar Antonio. Gestao Racional da Natureza. S3o Paulo: Hucitec, 1996. 112p.
CASTRO, Josué de. Ensaios de Geografia Humana. Sdo Paulo: Editora Brasiliense, 1966. 226p.

COMISSAO MUNDIAL SOBRE O MEIO AMBIENTE E DESENVOLVIMENTO (CMED). Nosso Futuro Comum. Rio de
Janeiro: FGV, 1987.

DARDEL, Eric. O homem e a terra: natureza da realidade geografica. Sdo Paulo: Perspectiva, 2015. 159p.

DEAN, Warren. A ferro e fogo: A histdria e a devastacdo da Mata Atlantica brasileira. 1.ed. Sdo Paulo: Companhia
das Letras, 1996. 484p.

DIEGUES, Antonio Carlos. O Mito Moderno da Natureza Intocada. 3.ed. Sdo Paulo: Editora Hucitec, 2001. 169p.

DUVEEN, Gerard. O poder das idéias. In: MOSCOVICI, Serge. Representa¢des Sociais: Investigagdes em psicologia
social, 11 ed. Petrépolis: Vozes, 2015. p.7-28.

GODELIER, Maurice. L'ldéel et le matériel: Pensée, économies, sociétés. Paris: Fayard, 1984.

JODELET, Denise. Représentations socials: un domaine en expansion. In: JODELET, Denise (Org.). Les
représentations sociales. Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1989.

LA BLACHE, Paul Vidal de. Prefacio. In: HAESBAERT, Roberto; PEREIRA, Sérgio Nunes; RIBEIRO, Guilhereme (orgs.).
Vidal, vidais: textos de geografia humana, regional e politica. Rio de Janeiro: Bertrand Brasil, 2012. p. 41-46.

MELO, Maria das Dores de Vasconcelos Cavalcanti. A Representagao Social como chave para o entendimento das
florestas possiveis na Cidade - Estudo de caso na Mata Atlantica de Dois Irm&os - Recife/PE. 2003. Dissertagdo

(Mestrado em Desenvovimento Urbano), Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, Recife, 2003.

MOSCOVICI, Serge. Representagdes Sociais: Investigacbes em psicologia social. 11. ed. Petrdpolis: Vozes, 2015,
404p.

122



S
\

FA \\‘ Periédico Eletronico “Forum Ambiental da Alta Paulista”
\ AB Electronic Journal “Environmental Forum of Alta Paulista”

e

/
/
/
|
|
\
\

ISSN 1980-0827 — Volume 20, Number 1, Year 2024

MOURA, Célio Henrique Rocha. Uma imersdo na maré para além das cercas: as representagdes sociais da Unidade
de Conservagdo Parque dos Manguezais, Recife-PE, 2022. Disserta¢do (Mestrado em Desenvolvimento Urbano).
Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, 2022.

Recife. Lein2 15.997, de 28 de dezembro de 1994. Transforma a drea denominada “llha do Destino” em Zona
Especial de Interesse Social, e da outras providéncias, Recife: Cimara Municipal, [1994].

RECIFE. Lei n2 18.014, de 10 de maio de 2014. Sistema Municipal de Unidades Protegidas, Recife: Camara
Municipal, [2014].

SOUZA, Rosemeri Melo e. Redes de Monitoramento Socioambiental e Tramas da Sustentabilidade. S3o Paulo:
Annablume: Geoplan, 2007.

WHITAKER, Dulce Consuelo A.; BEZZON, Lara Crivelaro. A Cultura e o Ecossistema: reflexdes a partir de um didlogo.
Campinas, SP: Editora Alinea, 2006.

123



